
Common Tick Diseases in Our Area 

Lyme Disease 

●​ Lyme disease in dogs is quite different than in humans. 

○​ 95% of infected dogs will not show symptoms. 

●​ It takes 48 hours for the bacteria to transit; if the tick is removed before it has 

been attached for 48 hours, your dog cannot get Lyme disease. 

●​ Weeks to months after infection, there may be signs of joint pain or a fever. 

●​ Most serious long-term potential complication affects the kidneys - which is 

called glomerular disease or Lyme Nephritis.  

○​ Kidney disease that results in loss of renal protein in the urine, which can 

cause permanent damage to the kidneys. 

●​ Treatment consists of the antibiotic Doxycycline or Minocycline. 

●​ Dogs can stay positive for over a year; C6 testing will be done for historically 

positive patients to determine if the Lyme infection is active or not.  

 

Anaplasmosis 

●​ Two types of Anaplasmosis: Granulocytic anaplasmosis & Infectious cyclic 

thrombocytopenia 

●​ Granulocytic anaplasmosis is an infection of the white blood cells. 

○​ Seasonal outbreaks of the disease can occur from spring through summer. 

○​ Most dogs do not get obvious signs of the condition. 

■​ If signs are seen, they most often occur during the acute phase of 

infection, which is 1-2 weeks after transmission. The signs may be 

vague, including lethargy, lack of appetite, and fever. Some dogs 

may become lame due to joint pain. Less common signs include 

vomiting, diarrhea, coughing, and difficulty breathing. 

●​ Infectious cyclic thrombocytopenia is an infection of blood platelets. 

○​ Signs include lack of appetite, lethargy, fever, bruising on the gums and 

stomach, nosebleeds, and weight loss. 

●​ Treatments consist of antibiotics (doxycycline), and anti-inflammatory 

medication for those with painful clinical signs. Treatment can range from 2 to 4 

weeks. 

 

Ehrlichia  

●​ A type of bacteria that infects and lives within the white blood cells of their 

hosts. 

●​ There are three phases of illness within ehrlichiosis: acute, subclinical, and 

chronic. 

○​ Acute - occurs 1 - 3  weeks after the host is bitten by the tick. 



■​ The platelet count will drop. 

■​ The dog will be listless, have a decreased appetite, and may have 

enlarged lymph nodes and/or spleen. 

■​ May have a fever, and even neurologic symptoms as well. 

■​ This stage is rarely life-threatening. 

○​ Subclinical - occurs 1 - 4 weeks after acute phase, if untreated. 

■​ Dog appears normal - the organism “hides” in the spleen and can 

stay there for months to years. 

■​ Dogs can have reduced platelet count and/or elevated blood 

globulin (protein) level. 

○​ Chronic - in this phase, the dog will appear sick/show symptoms again.  

■​ Abnormal bleeding due to reduced platelet numbers. 

■​ Deep inflammation in the eyes, called uveitis, may occur as a result 

of long-term immune stimulation. 

■​ Glomerulonephritis: kidney inflammation, usually resulting in 

protein loss in urine.  

■​ Increased globulin, decreased albumin levels. 

●​ Treatment of the disease in the acute/subclinical phase consists of a 28-day 

course of Doxycycline. 

○​ Chronic cases sometimes require a blood-transfusion. 

 

These diseases are treatable when caught early, but more importantly they are all 

PREVENTABLE! Keeping your dog current on their flea and tick prevention reduces 

your dog’s risk of contacting these diseases.  
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